
Installation:
1. M

easure and record the height of your handlebars relative to the ground.
You w

ill need this m
easurem

ent later to achieve the sam
e handlebar height

w
ith the new

 fork installed. Rem
ove current stem

, fork and headset (if replac-
ing headset).

2. Install the new
 headset according to the m

anufacturer's instructions.

3. Insert the fork steerer tube through the head tube and slide the stem
 and

spacers (if required) onto the steerer tube, seating them
 firm

ly against the top
of the headset (the com

pression ring of the headset).  Com
pare resulting height

of the handlebar to the m
easurem

ent noted in step 1. Add or subtract spacers
as necessary to adjust handlebar height.

4. Tighten the stem
 clam

p bolts just enough to hold everything in place. M
ake a

m
ark on the steerer tube at the top of the stem

.

M
ake sure all the parts are correctly assem

bled before m
arking or cutting the

steerer tube. Do not use your old fork as a guide.

5. Rem
ove the stem

 from
 the steerer tube, and the fork from

 the head tube. 
a) Forté Axis (chrom

oly or alloy steerer tube): Using a fresh 24tpi (threads per
inch) or finer hacksaw

 blade or tube cutter, carefully cut the steerer tube 3m
m

below
the m

ark you just m
ade. Use a cutting guide to ensure a square cut that

is perpendicular to the steerer tube. 
b) Forté Axis Pro (carbon steerer tube): Using a 32tpi (threads per inch) or finer
hacksaw

 blade, carefully cut the steerer tube 3m
m

 below
the m

ark you just
m

ade. Use a cutting guide to ensure a square cut that is perpendicular to the
steerer tube.

6. Clean the top of the steerer tube, inside and out, w
ith a fine file and sandpa-

per to rem
ove any burrs or rough edges, and clean the outside of the steerer

tube w
ith a cloth.

7. Check to m
ake sure the top of the steerer tube is approxim

ately 3m
m

 below
the top edge of the stem

.
a) If the steerer tube is too long, proper headset adjustm

ent w
ill not be possi-

ble. The steerer tube w
ill need to be cut (shortened), or a spacer added.

b) If the steerer tube is too short, the stem
 m

ay not have sufficient clam
ping

surface against the steerer tube. Rem
ove spacers as necessary to achieve the

3m
m

 gap needed.
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A steerer tube w

hich is too long to allow
 proper headset adjustm

ent, or too
short to provide sufficient clam

ping surface for the stem
 can cause loss of

steering control, resulting in an accident and serious injury or death.

8. Install the star nut (included w
ith Axis) and top cap or the one-piece top

cap/expander plug included w
ith the Axis Pro. Do not use a standard star nut in

a carbon fiber steerer tube.

9. Tighten the stem
 clam

p bolts (the bolts that clam
p the stem

 to the steerer
tube) according to the m

anufacturer’s instructions. M
ake sure bolt threads are

w
ell greased. Install the handlebar.

10. W
hile holding the front w

heel betw
een your legs, vigorously try to tw

ist the
handlebar from

 side to side. It should not easily rotate. Double-check the
adjustm

ent and tightness of the headset and stem
 before riding the bicycle.

If you have any questions about the proper installation of this fork, please call
our Technical Services Departm

ent at 1-800-727-2453, M
-F, 9am

-6pm
 EST.
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It is critically im

portant to check that all fittings are tightened securely to
avoid possible loss of steering control.


